Eschatology Basics
When Christians discuss their millennial views ythee speaking of their interpretation of the
much debated passage in Revelation 20:1-10.

"Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, ngldihe key of the abyss and a great
chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragbe, serpent of old, who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; andrae thim into the abyss, and shut it
and sealed it over him, so that he would not dectie nations any longer, until the
thousand years were completed; after these thiagsust be released for a short time.

"Then | saw thrones, and they sat on them, andgeg was given to them. And | saw

the souls of those who had been beheaded becatlssraestimony of Jesus and

because of the word of God, and those who had athiped the beast or his image, and
had not received the mark on their forehead anith@n hand; and they came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The oéthe dead did not come to life until

the thousand years were completed. This is ther@ssirrection. Blessed and holy is the
one who has a part in the first resurrection; akiese the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ and walign with Him for a thousand years.

"When the thousand years are completed, Satamevikkleased from his prison, and will
come out to deceive the nations which are in tiie ¢orners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together for the war; the lmemof them is like the sand of the
seashore. And they came up on the broad plaineogainth and surrounded the camp of
the saints and the beloved city, and fire came dioam heaven and devoured them. And
the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lekfire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet are also; and theye/itibrmented day and night forever."
(NASB)

Dispensational Premillennialism

Definition:

Dispensational premillennialists hold that Chrigt ome before a seven-year period of intense
tribulation to take His church (living and deadipoimeaven. After this period of fulfillment of
divine wrath, He shall then return to rule fromalyicity (i.e., the New Jerusalem) over the
earthly nations for one thousand years. After thiesasand years, Satan, who was bound up
during Christ's earthly reign, will be loosed tadre the nations, gather an army of the
deceived, and take up to battle against the Ladnds Battle will end in both the judgment of the
wicked and Satan and the entrance into the etstat@ of glory by the righteous. This view is
called premillenialism because it places the retiir@hrist before the millennium and it is called
dispensational because it is founded in the daetrof dispensationalism.

Features and Distinctions:

» Favored method of interpretation: strict literal.

» Israel and the church: views church and Israelvasdistinct identities with two
individual redemptive plans.

* The rapture of the Church: The church is raptuefdre a seven-year tribulation (the
seventieth week of Daniel - Daniel 9:24-27). Thilsulational period contains the reign
of the AntiChrist.

* Millennium: Christ will return at the end of theegt tribulation to institute a thousand-
year rule from a holy city (the New Jerusalem). 3¢awho come to believe in Christ
during the seventieth week of Daniel (including 14&,000 Jews) and survive will go on



to populate the earth during this time. Those wleoewaptured or raised previous to the
tribulational period will reign with Christ overeimillennial population.
* Miscellaneous:

o Higher degrees of interpreting present-day eventse light of end-times
prophecy.

o The Millennium will see the re-establishment of enworship and sacrifice as a
remembrance of Christ's sacrifice.

o From the millennium-ending "white throne" judgméoy which Satan and all
unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fireh&t and all saints will proceed
into eternal glory.

* Major proponents: John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie,is&perry Chafer, J. Dwight

Pentecost, Norman Geisler, Charles Stanley, ChogkhSand Chuck Missler.

Synopsis:
View the visual interpretation
A strictly literal hermaneutic is foundational teetdispensational premillenialist viewpoint.
Interpreting Scripture in this manner will in fatgmand such perspectives unique to
dispensationalism as:

* an earthly kingdom of God from which Christ wiliga

» afuture redemptive plan for national Israel

* aseven year period of great tribulation

» the rejection of prophetic idiom
Dispensational premillennialism holds that a seyear tribulation (forseen in Daniel 9:27) will
precede a thousand-year period (Revelation 20di#8hg which time, Christ will reign on the
throne of David (Luke 1:32).

Immediately previous to the time of great tribwdati all the dead saints will rise from their
graves and all the living members of the churchl §lgacaught up with them to meet Christ in
the clouds (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 ThessalondahS-17); this is known as "the rapture.”
During this time of tribulation, there will be tleend-a-half years of world peace under an
AntiChrist figure (Daniel 7:8; Revelation 13:1-8hw will establish a world-church (Revelation
17:1-15), followed by three-and-a-half years ofagee suffering (Revelation 6-18). At the end of
this period, Christ will return (Matthew 24:27-Revelation 19:11-21), judge the world
(Ezekiel 20:33-38; Matthew 25:31; Jude 14-15), iadan for one thousand years (Revelation
20:1-3), and raise the Old Testament and tribulagmints from the dead (Daniel 12:2;
Revelation 20:4).

At this time, the millennial reign will begin anch@st will reign politically over the earth at this
time from His capital in Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3)rallghout His reign, there will be no war
(Isaiah 2:4) and even the natures of animals wikltlin harmony (Isaiah 11:6-9). At the end of
this era of peace, Satan will be released andyetstia colossal (but futile) rebellion against God
(Revelation 20:7-9). After this fated battle, Sasaua the wicked are cast into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:10), while the righteous proceed their eternal state in the realm of the new
heaven and the new earth Revelation 21:1ff).
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Historical Premillennialism

Definition:

Historical premillennialists place the return ofrShjust before the millennium and just after a
time of great apostasy and tribulation. After théemnium, Satan will be loosed and Gog and
Magog will rise against the kingdom of God; thidlwe immediately followed by the final
judgment. While similar in some respects to th@eisational variety (in that they hold to
Christ's return being previous the establishmemt thiousand-year earthly reign), historical
premillennialism differs in significant ways (notglin their method of interpreting Scripture).

Features and Distinctions:

» Favored method of interpretation: grammatico-histdr

» Israel and the church: The church is the fulfillmenhisrael.

» Kingdom of God: present through the Spirit sincatBeost - to be experienced by sight
during the millennium after Christ's return.

* The Rapture: The saints, living and dead, shalltrieeLord in the clouds immediately
preceding the millennial reign.

* The Millennium: Christ will return to institute Adusand-year reign on earth. The
Millennium will see the re-establishment of templership and sacrifice as a
remembrance of Christ's sacrifice.

* Major proponents: George Eldon Ladd, Walter Madiwhn Warwick Montgomery, and
Theodore Zahn.

Synopsis:

View the visual interpretation

The historical premillennialist's view interpretsv®e prophecy in Scripture as having literal
fulfillment while others demand a semi-symbolicfillthent. As a case in point, the seal
judgments (Revelation 6) are viewed as havinglhulént in the forces in history (rather than in
future powers) by which God works out his redengtwd judicial purposes leading up to the
end.

Rather than the belief of an imminent return ofi€thit is held that a number of historical events
(e.g., the rise of the Beast and the False Propmes) take place before Christ's Second Coming.
This Second Coming will be accompanied by the restion and rapture of the saints (1
Thessalonians 4:15-18); this will inaugurate th#emnial reign of Christ. The Jewish nation,
while being perfectly able to join the church ie thelief of a true faith in Christ, has no distinct
redemptive plan as they would in the dispensatipeepective. The duration of the millennial
kingdom (Revelation 20:1-6) is unsure: literal agtaphorical.
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Postmillennialism

Definition:

The postmillennialist believes that the millenniigvan era (not a literal thousand years) during
which Christ will reign over the earth, not from lgeral and earthly throne, but through the
gradual increase of the Gospel and its power taghdives. After this gradual Christianization
of the world, Christ will return and immediatelyhgs the church into their eternal state after
judging the wicked. This is called postmillennialibecause, by its view, Christ will return after
the millennium.

Features and Distinctions:

» Favored method of interpretation: covenant-histdric

* Israel and the church: the church is the fulfillmenlisrael.

» Kingdom of God: a spiritual entity experienced amtk through the Christianizing affect
of the Gospel.

* The Millennium: a Golden Age previous to Chrisés@nd advent during which Christ
will virtually rule over the whole earth through anprecedented spread of the Gospel;
the large majority of people will be Christian.

* Miscellaneous:

o Higher degrees of interpreting First Century evemtsie light of prophecy;
preterism often goes hand-in-hand with postmillahsm.

o Of the several versions of postmillennial eschajgldhe reconstructionist's
seems to be gaining the most popularity in the avtrtlay.

* Major proponents: Rousas J. Rushdoony, Greg L. 8&ahrKenneth L. Gentry Jr., David
Chilton, and Gary North.

Synopsis:

View the visual interpretation

There are several different versions of postmilialism, but one of the views gaining the most
popularity, is that of the theonomists. Generagligaking, the postmillennial theonomist
viewpoint holds to a partial-preterist interpretatof Revelation and the various judgment
prophecies in the Gospels, believing that the ntgjof those prophecies were fulfilled in 70
A.D. at the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem.

The postmillennialist sees the millennial kingdaosrtlze fulfillment of God's promise to
Abraham that he would become "a great nation" hat'all peoples on earth would be blessed"
through him (Genesis 12:2-3). This holy reign wioime about via gradual conversion (rather
than premillennialism's cataclysmic Christologiadlzent) through the spread of the Gospel —
this incremental progress is drawn from many petudound throughout Scripture (e.qg.,
Deuteronomy 7:22 and Ezekiel 47:1-12).

Postmillennial optimism is also nurtured throughnmaf prophetic psalmody. The Psalms often
speak of all nations fearing Him, salvation beimgwn among all nations, the ends of the earth



fearing Him, et cetera (e.g., Psalms 2; 22:27; @7102:15; 110:1). Another passage that well
feeds this earthly optimism is Isaiah 2:2-3 in vihike nations will stream to the righteousness
of God.
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Amillennialism

(also termed nunc-millennialism or inaugurated enitlialism)

Definition:

The amillennialist believes that the Kingdom of Geals inaugurated at Christ's resurrection
(hence the term "inaugurated millennialism") atethpoint he gained victory over both Satan
and the Curse. Christ is even now reigning (heheddrm "nunc-millennialism” — nunc means
"now") at the right hand of the Father over Hisrcu After this present age has ended, Christ
will return and immediately usher the church irteit eternal state after judging the wicked. The
term "amillennialism" is actually a misnomer fointplies that Revelation 20:1-6 is ignored; in
fact, the amillennialist's hermeneutic interpré{and in fact, much of apocalyptic literature)
non-literally.

Featur es and Distinctions;

» Favored method of interpretation: redemptive-histdr

» Israel and the church: The church is the eschat@btulfillment of Israel.

» Kingdom of God: a spiritual reality that all Chrésts partake in and that is seen presently
by faith, but will be grasped by sight at the consuation.

* The Rapture: The saints, living and dead, shalltrieeLord in the clouds and
immediately proceed to judge the nations with Glaml then follow Him into their
eternal state.

* The Millennium: inaugurated with Christ's resurrect In an "already/not yet" sense,
Christ already reigns over all and is already vioiss over Satan.

* Miscellaneous:

o Higher degrees of interpreting prophecy in lighGdirist's advent, death,
resurrection, and glorification.
0 Relies heavily on a two-age theology.

Major proponents: Meredith Kline, Richard Gaffimlert B. Strimple, Gregory K.

Beale, and John Murray.

Synopsis:

View the visual interpretation



Eschatology is the study of the eschaton; the ésoha equated with "last things." While other
views focus on the final days of humankind on eaathillennialism sees "the last things" as
having been initiated at Christ's resurrection smdoeing applicable from the earliest days of
the Christian church (cf. Acts 2:16-21; 1 Corintigdl0:11; Hebrews 1:1-2; and 1 Peter 1:20).
The amillennialist perspective sees the whole ad'&oedemptive revelation as twofold -
promise and fulfillment; it also emphasizes thatract-literal interpretation of Old Testament is
not necessarily the most accurate way of determininat the text means.

The amillennial perspective emphasizes that tharggof the Kingdom of God is a two-part
event. The first portion dawned at Christ's figtent (John the Baptist proclaimed at this time,
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand" — Matthew 3A)the cross, Christ won final victory over
death and Satan. And then He ascended to reignthpdhrone of David forever (Luke 1:32-33;
Acts 2:30-31). Now because we "look not at theghiwhich are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen arpdsah but the things which are not seen are
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18) — because of this,dmillennialist sees the final things already
accomplished, though not yet seen by sight, bdaitly (2 Corinthians 5:7).

An important note is the amilleniallist's view dftchurch in this world: a role of suffering. The
Christian will be hated by all, just as was ChfMatthew 10:22), for a servant is not greater
than his master. Seeing this as the church's roEaah — to suffer as did Christ — the
amillenialist can hold no hope for an earthly ext@tn and longs for the fulfillment of the second
stage of the coming of the Kingdom.

This second stage of the amillennial perspectiteadinal consummation of all the heavenly
promises. The Christian will no longer see by faikbne, but by sight. All the shadowy things
will pass away and our eternal reign with Chridt egin. The amillennialist, expecting no
earthly glory for the church, places all his hopetluis heavenly glory.
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