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ParticularsParticulars UniversalsUniversals

Renaissance (14th –17th) 
– humanism reigns
• “the genius of man ... 

the unique and 
extraordinary ability 
of the human mind”

Reformation (1517–
1648) – Sola Scriptura
• Inspiration
• Divine Authority
• Clarity
• Efficacyof the human mind”

• Appraise ideas 
through a 
combination of 
reasoning and 
empirical evidence. 

• Efficacy
• Sufficiency – The 

Bible contains 
everything to obtain 
salvation. 

ParticularsParticulars UniversalsUniversals

Theology

Creation Fall Redemption

Cosmology Hamartiology Soteriology

“[A Christ-centered worldview] involves three fundamental 
dimensions: the original good creation, the perversion of 

that creation through sin, and the restoration of that 
creation in Christ.”

(Albert Wolters, Creation Regained)

Faith or Sin? Life or Death?
Rom 14:23 – faith or sin?
Heb 12:2 – faith: looking away unto Jesus
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Romans 5:12 – Through one man sin entered.
1. The definition of sin.

•• Missing the mark.Missing the mark.
•• An inner desire to be God An inner desire to be God –– producing outward actsproducing outward acts

Romans 5:12 – Through one man sin entered.
2. The totality of the fall included                   

body, soul (mind, will, and                  
emotions), and spirit                                                                          
(1 Thessalonians 5:23)(1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Romans 5:12 – Through one man sin entered.
3.3. Sin and Sins.Sin and Sins.

• “sins” verses “sin” – am I a sinner because I sin or do 
I sin because I am a sinner?

•• SinsSins –– activity: what activity: what I do I do is wrong.is wrong.•• SinsSins –– activity: what activity: what I do I do is wrong.is wrong.
•• SinSin –– constitution: what constitution: what I am I am is wrong.is wrong.

“At the beginning of our Christian life we are concerned “At the beginning of our Christian life we are concerned 
with our doing, not with our being; we are distressed with our doing, not with our being; we are distressed 
rather by what we have done than by what we are. We rather by what we have done than by what we are. We 
think that if only we could rectify certain things we think that if only we could rectify certain things we 
should be good Christians, and we set out therefore to should be good Christians, and we set out therefore to should be good Christians, and we set out therefore to should be good Christians, and we set out therefore to 
change our actions. But the result is not what we change our actions. But the result is not what we 
expected. We discover to our dismay that it is expected. We discover to our dismay that it is 
something more than just a case of trouble on the something more than just a case of trouble on the 
outside outside –– that there is in fact more serious trouble that there is in fact more serious trouble 
inside. We try to please the Lord, but find something inside. We try to please the Lord, but find something 
within that does not want to please Him.” (Nee within that does not want to please Him.” (Nee –– The The 
Normal Christian LifeNormal Christian Life))

1. Disciples of Jesus
• John 10:10 – “They” might have abundant life!

• How does one become a disciple of Jesus?
• John 10:27-30 – His Sheep:

1. Hear His voice1. Hear His voice
2. He knows (is intimately connected with) them
3. They follow Him!

2. How do we follow Him?2. How do we follow Him?
•• WWJDWWJD! Of course!! Of course!

•• Luke 9:23 Luke 9:23 –– “if anyone wishes to come after me…”“if anyone wishes to come after me…”
•• Luke 14:26,27 Luke 14:26,27 –– “does not carry his own cross”“does not carry his own cross”

3. What is a cross?

• An instrument of death!
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3. What is a cross?
• An instrument of death!

“The cross is the symbol of death. It stands for the abrupt, violent “The cross is the symbol of death. It stands for the abrupt, violent 
end of the human being. The man in Roman times who took up his end of the human being. The man in Roman times who took up his 
cross and started down the road had already said goodbye to his cross and started down the road had already said goodbye to his cross and started down the road had already said goodbye to his cross and started down the road had already said goodbye to his 
friends. He was not coming back. He was not going out to have his friends. He was not coming back. He was not going out to have his 
life redirected. He was going out to have it ended. The cross made life redirected. He was going out to have it ended. The cross made 
no compromise, modified nothing, spared nothing. It slew all of no compromise, modified nothing, spared nothing. It slew all of 
the man completely and for good. It did not try to keep on good the man completely and for good. It did not try to keep on good 
terms with its victim. It struck swift and hard and when it had terms with its victim. It struck swift and hard and when it had 
finished its work the man was no more... finished its work the man was no more... In coming to Christ we do In coming to Christ we do 
not bring our life up on to a higher plane. We leave it at a crossnot bring our life up on to a higher plane. We leave it at a cross.”.”

(A.W. (A.W. TozerTozer, POG), POG)

3. What is a cross?
• An instrument of death!

“Often we hear about the cross. Perhaps we are too familiar with “Often we hear about the cross. Perhaps we are too familiar with 
the term. But what is the cross after the term. But what is the cross after all? When we really all? When we really 
understand the cross we shall see it means the breaking of the understand the cross we shall see it means the breaking of the 

• John 12:24 – “if it dies, it bears much fruit”
• Galatians 5:22 – “the fruit of the Spirit…”

understand the cross we shall see it means the breaking of the understand the cross we shall see it means the breaking of the 
outward man [the flesh]. The cross reduces the outward man to outward man [the flesh]. The cross reduces the outward man to 
death; it splits open the human shell. The cross must break all that death; it splits open the human shell. The cross must break all that 
belongs to our outward man, our opinions, our ways, our belongs to our outward man, our opinions, our ways, our 
cleverness, our selfcleverness, our self--love, our all. The way is clear, in fact crystal love, our all. The way is clear, in fact crystal 
clear.”clear.” (Watchman Nee, (Watchman Nee, Normal Christian LifeNormal Christian Life))
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